[A clinical study on 268 patients with cervical carcinoma].
Cancer is the leading cause of death in Taiwan with cervical carcinoma having the highest incidence rate (29.65 per 100,000) of all cancers among women. In the present study, we collected 268 consecutive cases of cervical carcinoma, seen in Tri-Service General Hospital from January 1983 to December 1984. The evaluation included a review of the case data including demographic features, symptoms, stage of cancer, reproductive history, pathology, and survival time (product limit method for survival). Results showed that in situ cervical carcinoma was diagnosed in 31 (11.5%) patients with a mean age of 47.7 years. Two hundred and thirty-seven patients (88.5%) with a mean age of 55.6 years were noted to have invasive carcinoma, showing stage I 22.4%, stage II 46.6%, stage III 10.1% and stage IV 9.3%. The ratio of invasive carcinoma to carcinoma in situ was 7.7:1. Ninety-two percent of patients were symptomatic on admission with vaginal bleeding (78%), vaginal discharge (16%) and abdominal pain (16%) being the most common, and the majority of these patients were symptomatic before cervical carcinoma was pathologically proved. Survival analysis showed five-year survival rates of 100%, 84.6%, 63.2%, 54.1% and 13.2% for stages O, I, II, III and IV, respectively. Low cervical carcinoma survival rates seemed clearly related to progression of the disease the presence of more extensive disease. The average age at the time of diagnosis was older and the clinical stage of disease was more advanced when compared with most developed countries.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)